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When Phish, called “the most important band of the 1990’s” by Rolling Stone magazine, announced their breakup in the summer of 2004, the jamband world was taken by surprise.  Their followers, whose loyalty could easily rival that of the Deadheads, were left high and dry.  70,000 people traveled from all over the country to attend Phish’s farewell concert in northern Vermont in August, 2004.  They faced epic traffic jams, mud, rain, and 10-mile hikes to make it to the shows.  Few bands in history have inspired this type of devotion, and their departure has left a void in the music world that will be virtually impossible to fill.
 
Here to offer a helping hand is the Boulder, Colorado-based quartet Phix.  Capturing the sound and spirit of Phish’s music with astonishing accuracy, they have been seeing remarkable success traveling the country and recreating the Phish experience for both new fans and long-time followers alike.  In about four years on the road, they have played over 400 shows in over 40 states, including performances at legendary venues such as the House of Blues (Hollywood, New Orleans, Myrtle Beach, Atlantic City and Chicago locations), the Georgia Theater in Athens, GA, B.B. King’s in New York City, and they consider the Fox Theatre, Boulder’s own nationally-renowned music venue, to be their “home” gig where they’ve played over 16 times.  In addition to putting on great shows at great venues, the band has put on several benefit concerts for The Mockingbird Foundation, where they raise money for school music programs.
 
Phix was the brainchild of guitarist Paul Murin and keyboardist Derek Berg, who had played original music together in the Chicago area throughout the 1990’s.  The idea for the band was actually sparked in 2000 when Phish, at the height of their popularity, announced a hiatus from which they would not return until 2003.  Further inspiration came from the Dark Star Orchestra, an extremely successful Grateful Dead tribute band—also from Chicago, and longtime friends of Murin and Berg.  After relocating to Colorado, they met drummer Chris Sheldon and bassist Brian Adams. 
 
The project came together quite quickly even though it required the band to learn well over 100 songs, many of which are quite complex.  “Derek and I had played a few Phish tunes together in the past.  We were huge fans of the music, and playing it made us into better musicians,” says Murin.  They manage the material quite well; fans at their shows often remark that if they close their eyes, they can hardly tell the difference during the composed sections of the songs.  
 
The reaction to Phix has been almost universally positive, despite initial skepticism on the part of some audience members.  “A lot of people think we won’t be able to pull it off, which is understandable because the music is pretty difficult,” says Sheldon.  “But we try really hard to learn the tunes accurately.  We really do love this music, and I think people can see that.”  
 
Phix not only recreates the songs themselves, but they also recreate the experience of a live Phish show, complete with an intelligent light show and open-ended improvisations.  “Phish fans know that the jams are the centerpiece of the live shows,” says Berg.  “That’s where the real energy is, and that’s what people want to hear.” Bassist Brian Adams adds, “That’s why this band is so much fun for us—there’s a lot of room for our own creativity built into the music.  We all had reservations about being in a tribute band but with the open-ended nature of this music, and the fanatical demand for it, it’s been overwhelmingly positive.”  
 
Even after Phish returned from their hiatus in 2003, Phix continued to see attendance figures growing, and their reputation continued to spread - but they never really imagined a time when Phish would call it quits for good.  “It’s humbling and flattering to think that people might be looking to us to experience the music they love so much,” says Murin.  “We understand how important the music is to the fans, and we realize that some people think we’re treading on sacred ground.  But I think that once people see one of our shows, they realize that we’re doing it out of a genuine love and respect for the music.”  
 
The Phix website can be found at www.phixband.com, where there are pictures, audio samples, and more. To contact the band for further information or interviews, please feel free to call Paul at 303-459-0146 (e-mail paul@phixband.com), or Chris at 303-459-0406 (e-mail chris@phixband.com).  Booking inquiries can be e-mailed to booking@phixband.com.
